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'Struggles with the faith' serves as chapel theme
Stacee Baysinger
Bison staff writer

Four years ago, Rich Little decided to experiment with
a chapel program he entitled
Struggles with the Faith.
Speakers were chosen (mainly
Harding students and faculty)
to share their stories of faith
struggles and how they overcame their trials. "As Christians
we oftenstruggIe quietly, thinking we're alone in what we're
going through," Little said. He
said there seems to be a "therapeutic element" in hearing
someone else talk about It.
This week, Harding experienced another Struggles
with the Faith series, but this
time the line-up of speakers
was a bit different. Planning
for this semester's program
began in November, and Little
hoped to schedule speakers
with a wide variety of experiences to share. The week
was balanced by both students and guests from off campus. Topics ranged from struggles with a Hollywood lifestyle
to involvement in the Islamic
religion. However, through
each talk, faith was shared.
The week began with
Paula Barbieri, a former highly
paid model from the Florida
panhandle whose name became famous because of her
relationship with O.J. Simpson.
Barbieri spoke nervously but
effectively about her struggles
with the modeling lifestyle and
her difficulties during the Simpson murder trial. She said she
lived many years with "misguided faith." She said her faith
was in man, material possessions and herself. She recalled
being blessed as a child when
a seed was planted in her
heart. When Barbieri was 7
years old, Jack Reese, a Harding graduate, came to her
home to talk to her mother
about God and salvation. Barbieri remembered riding the
JOY bus and learning songs
like "This little light of mine."
One afternoon in 1995,
Barbieri passed Reese on a
street in Panama City, Fla. The
two began talking, studying
and praying together. She recalled the amazing welcome
she received when she went
to the church in Panama City
for the first time. She said that,
although she felt unworthy,
hands reached out to her "just
as Jesus would have:
On the first Sunday of
1996, Barbieri was baptized.
She expressed gratitude to
God for planting seeds and
allowing the light inside her to
continue growing.
On Tuesday morning,
Chris Shelly, from Memphis,
Tenn., proudly walked to the
podium on the Benson stage
using one crutch. Shelly
shared the emotionally charged story of his rapelling accident almost two years ago.
Shelly said he grew up in
the church with a loving and
supportive Christian family.
When he came to Harding in
1994. he became involved in
a SOCial club, service projects
and church. He said he felt as
if he were doing everything
right. But on April 26,1996,

Shelly'S life changed drastically and was suddenly filled
with struggles he never could
have imagined. While rapelling with a group of friends at
Riverside Park in Searcy, Shelly fell 85 feet. He broke many
bones, including his back, and
was paralyzed from the waist
down. He was airlifted to a
Memphis hospital where he
stayed for two months and
received two life-threatening
surgeries. He then went
through intense rehabilitation.
Shelly said that, before
the accident, he thought he
was very strong spiritually and
that nothing could knock him
down. However, afterward,
he became angry at God for
allowing him to fall and not
taking care of him as he had
always been taught that his
God would. Shelly said he
was not interested in hearing
about how blessed he was to
be alive.
When he returned to
Harding in the fall of 1997,
Shelly said, "I got a spiritual
slap in the face." After being
back with friends, in chapel
and Bible classes, he realized
God did take care of him and
allowed him to live. "God was
definitely there with me that
day. He was cradling my head
to protect me," Shelly said.
He said that the scripture
in Mark I I :22-26 meant a lot
to him during his struggle.
"God has moved many
mountains in my life, and I
know he's moved just as
many in this audience," he
said. "He's there to catch us
when we fall:
As he concluded his talk,
Shelly emphasized his gratitude for his ability to stand before the audience and stand
when asked to do so during
worship services. Before leaving the podium, he requested
that the audience stand with
him as he led a prayer.
Jeremiah Cummings, a
former minister of Islam,
opened his chapel presentation Wednesday by powerfully quoting Colossians I : 1213. He then proceeded to tell
of his conversion.
In 1987, Cummings met
a man he said reminded him
of the father he'd never known
in his life. That man was the
Islamic minister Louis Farrakhan. Cummings developed a
father-son relationship with
Farrakhan. Cummings said

Paula Barbieri shares her story in chapel on Monday. Barbieri said she found
strength in the church. Photo Uy Jeff Montgomery.
that on June 29, 1996, in a
debate against Dr. Jack Evans.
he had attempted to defend
Farrakhan and the doctrine of
Islam. Instead, he heard the
gospel as he had never heard
it before. He studied with
Evans for almost a year and
ultimately was baptized on
July 14, 1997:
Cummings told Harding
students and faculty that he
came to the realization that
since Jesus said, "Upon this
rock I will build my church,"
then the church would be in
His name, thus the church of
Christ. He also said that by
faith, his life and his family
were strengthened. Cummings said, "Like Paul, I can
do all things through Christ,
who strengthens me:
Cummings said he wrote
a letter of resignation to
Farrakhan, and six days later
Farrakhan wrote back saying
he would not accept it.
Cummings smiled as he told
the crowd, "Thank God Jesus
accepted it:
Cummings closed by
quoting Jude 24-25, "To him
who is able to keep you from
falling and to present you

Jeremiah Cummings tells of his conversion from Islam to Christianity during
chapel on Wednesday. After ending a close relationship with Louis Faml1cJuln,
Cummings and his family became Christians. Photo Uy Tonia Davenport.

before his glorious presence
without fault and with great
joy - to God our Saviour be
glory, majesty, power and
authority, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, before all ages, now
and forevermore I Amen."
Another student, Sokol
Haxhiu, spoke to the student
and faculty audience Thursday. Haxhiu shared the story
of his converSion, which was
influenced by a group of
Harding campaigners to his
native country of Albania in
the summer of 1993. Haxhiu
is now working on bringing
his parents to know God and
His plan of salvation.
The Struggles with the
Faith week concluded Friday
with a woman originally from
SUesia, East Germany, which
was annexed to poland after
World War II. Dietlinde Spears
presently teaches German at
David Lipscomb university
and also lectures throughout
the United States. spears
shared with the Harding
faculty and staff the story of
her arrival at faith in God. She
also told of her affiliation with
the Communist party and what
life was like as the daughter of
a Nazi officer. Spears related
briefly her escape from Germany and Poland, and then her
life adapting to America, or
"paradise" as she called it. She
moved to the states with her
American husband in 1962.
Throughout the week,
students and faculty experienced presentations from a wide
variety of speakers. The goal
of the week was to show members of the audience that they
are not alone in their personal
battles with faith. They were
able to see that their Harding
peers and Christians outside
the University also struggle
greatly with matters of faith
and that they overcome and
grow from each of their trying
experiences.

What are your favorite chapel
presentations? Do you like the Resident of the Month and Blue Ribbon
Sunshine School kid Days? How about
those days where the coaches
introduce the athletic teams (let's play
Can You Find Yourself on the JumboTron?), Or performances by Theatron?
Do you enjoy the faculty trivia games
and the musical exhibitions of the
Good News Singers and Chorus?
Some of my favorite chapel programs have been similar to the ones
we have heard this week. No, it is not
that I enjoy hearing about other people's struggles or that I revel in hearing
other people's sob stories. I enjoy the
Struggles with the Faith Week for one
simple, easy reason: it inspires me.
Hearing the stories of the people
who are brave enough to stand before
4,000 people (isn't that 8,000 eyes,
80,000 fingers and toes, and more
than 128,000 teeth?) is enough to
impress anyone. The fact that they

are so courageous to stand before
man and God and share their trials,
struggles and triumphs encourages
and humbles me so much that I leave
chapel with a renewed respect for
mankind and a strengthened faith.
Did you know that there are two
types of chapel-goers? First of all,
there is Joe-chapel-goer. Joe gets there
early, make his way to his spacious
seat and anxiously awaits. the beginning of an excellent program. He intently listens as Dr. Burks reads the anouncements,loudly sings the songs
and fully participates in the prayer.
Next, he sits on the edge of his seat,
taking in every word that the speaker
has to say, all the while following
along in the Bible he religiously carries
every morning to the assembly.
Then there is Sam-chapel-goer.
To Sam, chapel seems to be a time
where he has to squeeze into a tight
row, tripping over backpacks as he
tries to make it to his seat before the

chapel checker makes her way to his
row. Occasionally, if he has made it
to his seat in time, he will halfway
listen to the announcements while retrieving notes from his backpack or
chatting with a neighbor. He uses the
songbook, yes, but not to sing: it
serves as the perfect cover for the
soda he wasn't supposed to have
brought into the auditorium. He restlessly sits through the speaker, trying
to block him out as he reviews his
notes for the next class.
Now, I'm not saying that either
of these descriptions perfectly fits
with any particular individuals, but
think about it. Are you more like Joechapel-goer or Sam-chapel-goer? Or
are you a mix? Do you go to chapel
every morning, intending to be a Joe,
only to find yourself in the middle of
the Sam-section?
I know that chapel doesn't always seem like the best place to be.
But, trust me, it may be. How many

more times in
your life are
you going to
have the opportunity and
bleSSing
to
gather with your 4,000 brothers and
sisters to spend 30 minutes in devotion
to God? When are you going to be
lucky enough to have such a support
group as the one you have here? How
often are you going to have a setaside time to spend with God? This
semester I am lucky enough to be
sitting near and within a group of
students who are encouraging, kind
and fun - but know when to be
respectful.
Don't be an ungrateful Samchapel-goer. Be thankful for the time
you have here and try to capture the
memory - I have a feeling some day
we will be sorry that we aren't able to
get together and praise every morning.
kjg

Should the United States
initiate an attack against Iraq?
The responsibility of the United States is to protect

The United States should think about the consequences

Diane Grubbs

Janalyn Williams

Bison staff writer

Being the land of freedom, wealth and
opportunity, the United States is a truly blessed
nation. We have become the leader of the
world and, in so doing, we have acquired respect, power and, most importantly, responsibility. The responsibility of the United States to
the rest ofthe world is great, for "unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have committed
much, of him they will ask the more" (Luke
12:48)..
With tensions mounting once again in
the Middle East, America is faced with a difficult
question. Should the United States bomb Iraq?
Doing so might begin another war in which
precious lives are lost and populations are devastated; the question weighs heavily both on
the preSident's shoulders and on America.
However, saddam Hussein has gone
too far and he does need to be stopped.
According to us. News/} WorldReport, Hussein
has accumulated a very large and very dangerous arsenal of chemical and biological weapons. He has the chemicals to produce "a 2()(}
ton batch of VX," which is a nerve gas that was
developed by the British in the I 950S. The
British Foreign Office noted that this "could
conceivably kill everyone on the planet: No
man should even appear to have that kind of
power.
According to the 1991 Gulf War peace,
Hussein was to provide "unimpeded access to
any Site" of weaponry, but he has refused to
comply with this. In his article, "Why the U.S.
Should Bomb: Jonathan Alter said that Hussein's refusal "is itself an act of war" (Newsweek,
Feb. 23, 1998). Letting this slide without
circumstance will only enhance the power and
threat of Hussein. He must be stopped.
As noted by Richard Newman in his article, "Stalking saddam," the question is whether
to "eliminate saddam Hussein's chemical and
biological weapons, or to eliminate saddam
Hussein himselr (US. News /} World Report,
Feb. 23, 1998). The most effective way to solve
a problem is to treat the source rather than the
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symptoms. Hussein is definitely the source of
the problem. As Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott said, "Our goal should be to get [Husseinl
out· (US. News /} World Reporf).
Hussein is clearly not a man of reason.
"He kills his own people without remorse, be
they Kurds orhis own sons-in-law (Newsweek).
It seems as though he neither values life nor
has any respect for it, and, sadly, "force is the
only language [that hel understands·
(Newsweek). Therefore, the United States has
no choice but to bomb Iraq and seek to destroy
Hussein.
Peace is a precious thing and freedom is
a blessing greatly sought after. Just as our
forefathers fought to bring
us peace and the freedoms
that we so richly enjoy, we,
in tum, should seek to bring
freedom to those around
us.
Hussein, in his accumulation of power, has
stolen from many the ability
to wake up in the morning
in the absence of fear.
The United States
would not be alone in its
fight against Hussein. Other
countries supporting the use of force include
Britain, Australia, Canada, Poland, Portugal,
Germany, Sweden, Norway and Brazil (US.
News /} World Reporf).
Bombing Iraq will not "permanently
eradicate the threat" of Hussein; however, it will
"buy time· (Newsweek). Hussein has "at least 20
factories making conventional arms: and "If
the United States destroys those, Iraq will have
to spend years rebuilding instead of moving
ahead militarily" (Newsweek).
As a world leader, the United States
must assume the responsibility of protecting
the freedom and lives of the citizens of the
world and taking action against those who
threaten them. We have only the power that
God gives us, but we must use that power to
the utmost and do what we can to make a
difference.
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Bison staff writer

Many negative factors could come to
play if the United States were to take action
against Iraq. Saddam Hussein has reneged on
the agreement made at the conclusion of the
Gulf War, but we are not totally informed as to
why. In 1991, Hussein was ordered to disarm
his nuclear weapons and allow the United
Nations to have access to inspect the sites. He
has continued to deny this request for seven
years. At a media conference last week at the
Pentagon, President Bill Clinton said that action
must be taken if Hussein does not grant full
access to the weapons. If force is taken against
Iraq, then great consequences will be felt by many.
Action against Hussein would put innocent
people in harm's way. The
president said referring to
Hussein, "If he continues to
deny access, he and he
alone will be to blame for
the consequences: Those
consequences would be
the loss of innocent life in
his country and in ours.
If military action were
taken against Iraq and it failed, then the United
States would face another problem. An echo
effect would begin to surface. A failed strike
would lead to another strike, which WOUld, in
turn, be followed by countless more
confrontations. A military strike by the United
States on Iraq could lead to an all-out war.
The United States has rallied support
from the United Nations and the regions
surrounding Iraq. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright received permiSSion from Bahrain and
Kuwait to use their facilities, but the Crown
Prince Abdullah of saudi Arabia did not grant
her the use of their facilities, without which an
attack may not be successful.
In a press conference last week, Clinton
said the main objective of a bombing campaign
would be to reduce or delay Hussein's ability to
manufacture biological weapons. The strike is

not designed to destroy the weapons he has
already bUilt, "but to leave him worse off:
Clinton said.
An attack would be a mere attempt to
warn Hussein and possibly scare him into an
open inspection of his weapons facilities. The
attack would bomb factories that have been
identified as possibly housing biological
weapons. The attack would leave Hussein full
access to his most valuable commodity. The
biological warfare program would survive
because the scientists who designed it would
survive. The scientists are civilians; therefore,
they would never be harmed. An air war might
make it easier for Hussein to create a doomsday
arsenal instead of crippling his weapons
program. The scientists who design the nuclear
weapons would be free to create more weapons
of destruction for Hussein's arsenal.
The United States is coming into this
crisis to prevent the occurrence of an attack by
Hussein on Iraq's neighbors. 11 is believed by
many, that Hussein is building up arsenals so
he can eventually take over his neighbors in the
Middle East. The consequence not discussed
in the media is the danger that the United States
would be in. No one knows the extent of
Hussein's plan of destruction and domination.
How radical will he become if necessary? Is
there a possibility that he has some nuclear
weapons directed toward the United States?
Many students believe that the crisis in
the Middle East has no effect on them. But it
does. To bring this issue more in focus, we
could be in direct danger of a nuclear explosion.
Arkansas is near the center of the United States.
Uttle Rock is our capital city and is also the most
densely populated city in our area. Clinton
happens to be from central Arkansas. If Hussein
wants to make a statement to the most powerful
nation in the world, destroying the executive
officer's homeland would definitely raise eye
brows. searcy is less than 60 miles from Little
Rock, close enough for the effects of a nuclear
explosion to decimate the area.
ls it still wise for the United States to take
action against Iraq? We had better stop and
think.

1854 - The Republican Party was formed when 50 people in Ripon,
Wis., called for the forming of a new party.
1940 - Hattie McDaniel became the first black actress to win an Oscar
for her performance in Gone With the Wind
1965 - Malcolm X was assassinated by three Black Muslims.
1972 - President Richard Nixon became the first American president to
visit the Republic of China.
1976 - The Eagles Greatest Hits became the first album to sell two
million copies in the United States.
1983 - The final episode of M*A *S*H aired. It was the most watched
series TV show ever.
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Fear not,jor you are not a lone

t\AVe

Heidi Neuenschwander
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Bison columnist

How many of you have memories of getting lost
from your parents as a child? Maybe your greatest
childhood fear was standing in the frozen foods
section of the Piggly Wiggly and thinking that you
would be lost in Antarctica forever, or maybe you
were lost In the mall, frightened because you never
really knew what happened after the mall closed. It
As I think back on my most vivid memory of being lost from my mother
as a child, I still recall how ftightened I was at the thought of being lost and alone.
The scene was Hancock Fabrics. I had been there hundreds of times with my
mother and had never been lost before, but this particular day was different. I
wandered away from my mother and began crawling up onto the fabric
benches. I was sitting and playing, simply having a wonderful time, until I
noticed that my mother was nowhere in sight.
Panic struck. I was not tall enough to see over the fabric so there was
absolutely no hope of seeing her over the bolts. My heart quickly sank as fear
and loneliness crept into my every thought. I honestly thought 1was never going
to see her or any other member of my family ever again. 1began to cry because
of the state of loneliness I had reached. I was convinced that I was destined to
live a sad, lonely life, aimlessly wandering the isles of Hancock Fabrics.
All of those thoughts flooded my childish heart until, out of the corner of
my eye, there was a quick glimmer of hope; I saw an employee that I knew.
I latched onto him and begged him to find my mother. He kindly paged her over
the loud speaker and she soon appeared from the back of the store. I quickly
ran to her side, shedding all traces of fear and loneliness. I promised that 1would
never leave her side again.
She hugged me and reminded me that she had been there all along. If 1
had cried out to her at any moment, she would have come for me. I realized
at that moment that 1 should have never felt alone in the first place. She
reminded me that, since I am her daughter, 1should never have to experience
fear or loneliness. From that time on, I left behind my fear of being alone. My
mother promised me that 1was not alone and 1believed her completely.
_ The promise from a mother of unending love to her child can only be
shadowed by the overwhelming promise of eternal love from our Father in
Heaven. He is the author of our lives and He has promised to never abandon
us. The Psalmist explains it simply by saying, "He is our God and we are the
people in His care, theflock that He leads. ~(Psalm 95:7) Praise our Lord who is
so mighty as to stand as Supreme Creator over all of the universe, yet still delight
in the lives of you and me. "How predous also are your thoughts to me, 0 God!
How vast is the sum o/them! IfI should count them, they would outnumber the
sand. When I am awake, I am still with Theer (Psalm 139: 17).
When thinking about the overwhelming loneliness that overcame me as
a child, 1am reminded of a loneliness we have all felt even as we are children
of God: Do you wake up daily and find that the person staring back at you in
the mirror is empty and full of fear? How many of you are plagued by the vacuum
of loneliness where relationships appear to be no more than passing hellos and
where cries for help seemingly go unnoticed?
So many times, 1have heard people proclaim how alone they feel in this
world. Even our Lord Jesus Christ tasted the bitter cup of loneliness. He tasted
it to the furthest extent as all His disciples abandoned Him, as peter openly
denied him even after he had proclaimed, "Even ifI have to die with you, I will
not deny you" (Mark 14:31). And as He finally hung on the cross, even God in
Heaven left His son alone on the cross of sin, crying, "My God, my God, why
have you forsaken mer (Mark 15:34).
Such a sad and lonely picture that paints of our Savior, but what a glorious
ray of hope that shines for you and for me. You see, thanks be to God that He
tasted fear, abandonment and ultimate loneliness for us so we do not have to.
Our joy comes in knowing that we are not alone. Even if this world forsakes us,
as it probably already has, take peace in knowing that our Father in Heaven will
never leave us. Jesus Christ tells us of that promise in John 14: 18, saying, "I will
not leave you as orphans, I will come to you, "and in Matthew 28:20, He also
says, "/ am with you always, even to the end 0/ the age. ~
What amazing strength and power we have over fear and loneliness,
knowing that in no way are we ever truly alone, for God is always with us. Cry
out to the Lord and experience his awesome presence, wise counsel and
everlasting love. Your heart will soar with peace knowing you are not alone
because the powerful Spirit of God is with you always. You will sing a new song,
a song much like the Psalmist in Psalm 72:23, "Yet; I am always with you. You
hold onto my right hand. ~
When I was lost as a child, away from my mother, 1felt lonely and afraid.
When I found her and was back by her side, my heart rested with peace and
contentment. 1did not need to be afraid any longer, nor did 1feel a trace of fear
in my heart. As children of God, we are blessed with an even greater measure
of peace. The Lord is with us always, regardless of time or place. We can stand
confident, fearing not, because He is with us and we are not alone.
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Uonversation
starters ...
• March is Irish-American Heritage Month.
• March is National Women's HistoI)' Month.
• March 1 is National Pig Day, honoring the pig as one of the most
useful and intelligent domestic animals.
• March 2 is Cat in the Hat Day, honoring the birthday of Theodor
Seuss Geisel.
• March 6 is the birthday of Michaelangelo, painter of the Sistine
Chapel and sculpter of the David and the Pieta. He was born in
Caprese, Italy, in 1475.
Jnfonnatlon for this week in histDIY and axwersation starters Is from ceJebrate Today!. Pr1ma PUblishing. 1996.

Students, staff or faculty interested in
presenting original, creative writing or poetry for
publication in The Bison should submit it by Thursday
of the previous week. Address all submissions to
Bison Editor, Campus Mail Box 11192, and include
aphone numberfor verification. Please sign all works.

Awareness raised toward eating disorders
Hillary Keller
Bison staff writer
National Eating Disorders Awareness week
was February 23-28. This
is the eleventh year that the
Family and Consumer Sciences Department at Harding has sponsored this
event, which is sponsored
nationally by Eating DisordersAwareness and Prevention, Inc (EDAP, Inc.).
The week was observed by many activities.
Tuesday's presentation
focused on the high incidence of eating disorders
in athletes, with a special
presentation and a video
from the NCAA. Handouts
were directed mainly at
coaches and parents,
explaining the symptoms
of eating disorders.
Dr. Maria Portilla, M.D.,
the medical director of the
eating disorders program
at Arkansas Children's Hospital in Little Rock, gave a
presentation Thursday evening: "Eating Disorders:
Awareness, Prevention and
Intervention. "
"So many people don't
know the seriousness of
the situation with eating disorders," Dr. Beth Wilson
said. Wilson is a profesSional member of EDAP,
Inc. and Is chair of Harding's
Family and Consumer SciencesDepartment. "Prevention is the key. We need to

stop unhealthy eating patterns before they become
disorders."
The first of two prevalent eating disorders is anorexia nervosa. Characterized by deliberate selfstarvation, the person becomes obsessed with food
and weight. Behavioral
characteristics can include
excessive dieting and fasting. Anorexia can lead to a
loss of 15 percent of normal
body weight and a slowed
heart rate. Emotional characteristics are a fear of becoming overweight and irritability. Symptoms of anorexia are found in 2 to 3
percent of middle and high
school girls.
The second of the two
major disorders is bulemia
nervosa. Bulemia is a lifethreatening disorder, characterized by recurrent episodes of binge-eating followed by self-Induced purging. Behavior can include
the fear of an inability to
stop eating, vomiting or the
use of diuretics or diet pills
as forms of purging and
compulsive exercise. Bulemia can cause such physiological problems as
weight fluctuations (due to
alternate gorging and
fasting), burst blood vessels
in the eyes, tooth decay
and gum disease. Bulemics
are often extreme perfectionists with high perform-

ance and achievement expectations. StatistiCS show
that 1 to 3 percent of middle
and high school girls have
bulemia symptoms.
Eating disorders such
as these two are only seen
In affluent Westem cultures
and Japan. Many experts
see this as a result of the
culture and mainstream
media. "Models, actors and
actresses are what people
rate themselves by," Wilson
said. "What many people
don't realize is that all pictures of models are airbrushed to look perfect,"
Many high-profile celebrities contribute to our
"perfect image": people
such as Paula Abdul,
Princess Diana and Sarah
Ferguson, who all had
bulemia, and models such
as Shalom Harlow and Kate
Moss, who are followed by
rumors of anorexia.
"We don't know the
pathophysiology or the
pathopsychology to all of
this yet, but that doesn't
make it any less a problem,"
Wilson said. "We need to
encourage people to look
on the Inside for beauty
and not at outward appearance. Instead of complimenting children or anyone
on their appearance, we
should tell them how
helpful they are, or how
kind, or how their smile has
brightened our day."

Harding University
Graduate School of Religion

he Master

of Divini

•
•

AT HARDING UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL OF RELIGION the

Master of Divinity degree is the heart of our curriculum. No
other degree offers such depth and balance for students seeking
thorough preparation for a lifetime of ministry.

••

Our Master of Divinity program offers:
•

The only M.Div. program among churches of Christ
accredited by the Association of Theological Schools.

Many dicunonds die
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•

A strong academic foundation in Bible, biblical languages,
church history, Christian doctrine and various areas of
ministry.

•

Preparation for preaching, counseling, missions, teaching
and ministry.
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Cutting diamonds requifts the predaion of a surgeon. If
the "diamond surgeon" does wel1, the diamond is brilliant
and full of BreI If be blunders? It becomes a drill bid
'there's a lot to mow about diamonds. When you'le
ready to buy youn, rome see ua. You'U be one of the lucky
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courses.
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•

A theological library with more than 110,000 volumes, the
largest in the fellowship of the churches of Christ.

•

A graduate education in an urban setting with numerous
opponunities for practical experience.

•

!

Classes with faculty members who teach only graduate-level

Generous scholarships and employment to make it all
possible.
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TV-16 adapts to

decide "some of the
assignments that shape
what topics and what
issues we use: The position offers the challenge
of assigning stories to
students who are at various
levels of experience.
The MondaylWednesday newscast is produced
byjunior Kim GentonofPensacola, Fla., and directed
by Adam Kitzmiller, a freshman from Sellersburg, Ind.
News anchors are junior
Zrinka Rukavina ofVancouver, British Columbia, and
Sarah Terry, a freshman
from Hot Springs, Ark. The
weather anchor is sophomore crystal Gatewood,
from Englewood, Colo.,
and the sports anchor is
Genton.
The Tuesdayfrhursday newscast includes
Rukavina as producer,
senior Eric Gardner from
Hyanis, Mass., as director
and junior Jeff Fall from
Baytown, Texas, as editor.
The news anchors are juniorTim Pell from Cleveland,
Ohio, and senior Andrea
Thornthwait from Miami,
Fla. The weather anchor is
Elyse Slavska, aJuniorfrom
Long Island, N.Y., and the
sports anchor is sophomore Daniel Cherry.
Sophomore Nancy

Indie Pereira
Bison staff writer

TV-16 is starting the
semester with new anchors and crew members
as well as format changes
for their newscasts and
shows.
Format changes include a switch to a 2D-minute newscast as opposed
to the previous 3D-minute
newscasts. In an attempt
to give more students the
opportunity to be involved,
there are now two groups
of anchors and crews, one
for Mondays and Wednesdays and the other for
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
The Communication Department also reallocated
funds to provide more
scholarship positions.
Kyle Reeves, theoperations manager of TV-I 6,
said these changes were
made so "more could get
involved on a regular basis." He said that he didn't
want the same students to
have to do all of the work
involved in putting together
the newscasts. Dr. Lou Butterfield agreed, "We don't
want to burn people out."
Senior Dana Maddox
from San Francisco, Calif.,
serves as assignment editor for both newscasts.
Maddox said he gets to

J7~~9
UJe- CtUl/ /' /A ,.1 <; -~;; :~~:
~~

0

'~~

· 't

•

HARDING PRESS
300 South Remington
Searcy, AR 72143

279-4341

·BI.Qt!I M

fA

forlllat and anchors

TV-16 anchors Tim Pell and Andrea Thomthwaite rehearse before their first
newscast. The station adjusted its format this year to allow for more student
participation. Photo by Tonia Davenport.
Craig, junior Chad Johnson
and senior Kevin Box are
reporters for the Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday
broadcasts, respectively.
Genton, a producer
and sports anchor for the
same newscast, said that
because she was in HUF
last semester she had to
adjust to the format changes this semester as well
as the changes that took
place last semester when
Dr. Dutch Hoggatt came to
Harding from Abilene Christian University. "TO me, it's
really new," she said.
Rukavina has experience as a news anchor, a
sports anchor and a producer. One of her challenges as a producer is getting
everyone's work in. "I don't
know if I want to be a
prodUcer or an anchor, but
definitely one of the two."
she said about her plans to
work in television.
Pell said he auditioned
for the news anchor p0Sition on a whim and that
this Is all new to him. Pell,
an advertising major, has
never taken a broadcast
news class. "So far it's gone
really well . I'm enjoying
myself," he said.

We make it easy to get your medicine!
Just say, "Charge It!"

Pell said that he has
been involved in theater
and sees this as an opportunity to mix his theater
experience with his communication classes. "I'm
starting to like it," he said.
Weather anchor Slavska is also new to the TV16 crew. She is a radiol
television major and plans
to be a meteorologist. "I get
kind of nervous," she said.
She has only anchored two
newscasts so far and she
said they are getting easier.
She said she loves the position and experience.
Maddox is also planning to produce a special
show, entitled "A Slice of
Life," with Butterfield as
executive producer. The
show Is slated as a talk
format and will include
topics such as marital
relationships, drug addiction and AIDS. Butterfield
said they would like the
show to serve as an
outreach to the community.
"It incorporates a Christian
perspective," Maddox said.
Another entertainment show, which has yet
to be named, will be produced by Box, Andy Sipes
and Greg Massey.
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Good News Singers share both music and faith
Yavonda Fletcher

lies, gospel meetings and
special church services.
As the group visits different
places, each member finds
a certain church or youth
rally that is special to them
for various reasons. For
Wright, a senior music
education and French
major from Searcy, a small
church in Chillicothe, Mo.
that invites them back
every year is her favorite.
"It is neat to connect with
one church, so that when
you come back, you feel
like part of their family,"
she said.
Traisci, a junior Spanish major from New Fairfield, Conn., said that he
enjoyed a concert they did
in Memphis three weeks
ago. "we really got to spend
a lot of time with the kids in
the youth group just eating
and talking with them.
They opened up and let us

Sison staTl writer

Steve Kell, director of
operations for Good News
Singers said, 'We are asked
to come to a church or
youth rally because of our
singing; and by singing well
we establish our credibility.
More importantly though,
from the moment we get
off the bus until the moment we leave, we are
involved in that congregation's lives.~
Good News Singers,
an eight-person group
sponsored by the College
of Bible and Religion, consists of Pat Bills, tenor; Jennifer Evans, soprano; Doug
Helm, tenor; John Hodges,
bass; Kim Kell, alto; Deborah Root, soprano; peter
Traisci, bass; and Sandi
Wright, alto.
The group ministers
to people through song
and Christian example.
"Music opens a door that
words alone can't, and then
it touches people's hearts, ~
Helm, a freshman from
Kerrville, Texas, said.
Bills, a junior youth
and family ministries major
from Tullahoma, Tenn.,
said, "We try to musically
focus on different audiences, but the spiritual focus
is always the same. We
want to help people hear
the words of the songs,
while seeing Jesus in us.~

see inside them to what
they were thinking and
feeling."
Hodges remembered
the trip to Alaska three
years ago as a very special
time, while Bills and Kell
enjoyed last weekend at
Christeens in Russellville,
Ark. "Christeens was incredible. There were so
many kids that were excited to be there,~ Kell said.
While most of their
time is spent in rehearsals
and concerts, the group
does spend some time in
the recording studio. Their
new CD, Breathe On Me, is
due out in March. Many of
the songs on this CD were
arranged by Hodges.
"Because John did the
arrangements, he can tell
us how to interpret them
and that has helped make
these songs ours,~ Wright
said.

Members of the Good News Singers rehearse new music. The group traveled
often to perform for a variety of audiences. Photo lfy Tonia Davenport.
While ministering to
others is the main priority,
the members of Good
News are also strengthened by their involvement
in the group. Kell, a freshman biology major from
Searcy, said, "I'Ve learned
to pray more since joining
Good News. The group is
so spiritual and uplifting. 1
have learned to be more
like Christ with them."

Hodges, a senior
music and vocational minIstry major from searcy,
said, "Not only does singing
praises to God with some
of my closest friends uplift
me, but the people we
meet have a tremendous
influence on me.~
The group travels
around the United States,
predominately in the
South, singing at youth ral-

Bowden to make American Studies presentation
BJMars}:lall
Bison staff writer

The "King of the Road"
is hitting the road next
week; his destination:
Harding University. Bobby
Bowden, head football
coach at Florida State
University (FSU), is scheduled to speak in the Benson
Auditorium on Tuesday,
March 3 as a part of an
American Studies Institute
presentation. Bowden will
share with students his experiences at FSU and his
commitment to God.
Bowden earned the
nickname "King of the
Road" as head coach at
FSU with an away record
of 92-34-2. His overall record is 186-49-4, and he
has collected 259 career
victories, making him the
nation's second winningest active head coach. The
only coaches with more
wins than Bowden are paul
"Bear" Bryant, Amos Alleghenies Stag, Pop Warner
and Joe Pattem. Of these,
only Pattern and Bryant
have more bowl wins.
After 10 seasons at FSU,
his list of accomplishments
has become rather lengthy.
Coach Bowden is
also the only coach to have
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ever led nine consecutive
teams to 10 or more wins.
His program at Florida State
is the only one in history to
finish
among
the
Associated Press' top four
college football teams for
nine consecutive years.
They are also the only team
to play in 14 bowls in a row
without a loss, tying three
times and winning 1 1
straight. His team has won
10 or more games in a
season 12 times, and has
been to 17 bowls in the
past 20 years, including
the string of 14 in a row.
Before his arrival, FSU only
participated in eight bowls
in 29 years. Bowden has
won 96 games over the
last nine seasons, earning
respect for his team and
luring top players into his
program.
Although Bowden's
coaching record is extremely impressive, that is
not the only reason he is
widely known and loved.
Off the field, Bowden
displays a moral commitment to God and family.
His impeccable character
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has earned him great
respect and admiration.
Some call him "the preacher~ because of his ability
to deliver a positive message from the sideline as
well as the pulpit.
Bowden is very much
a people person. He is
known to be quick with a
handshake or a hug, and
he tries to fulfill requests
whenever possible . HiS
charm, down-home accent
and subtle humor make
him very likable and one of
the most accessible
coaches in the nation. On
his off days during the
season and almost any day
during the off-season, he
can be found giving
speeches to churches,
hospitals, businesses and
youth groups. His schedule would seemingly tire
out even younger men, but
at age 66, Bowden gets
around with the best of
them. Another nickname
he has earned for his charItable spirit is "St. Bobby."
Bowden's address
will begin at 7:30 p.m. in
the Benson Auditorium.

A member of the N.A.T.O. Public Affairs Department addresses the
audience during a lecture Monday evening. During the briefing, the
history ofN.A. T.G and what the next plansJor the organization are were
discussed, including a new program, Partnership for Peace. Photo lfy
Heather Allison.
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Bisons teams sweep Henderson
Philip Murphy
Blson sports edltor
The Harding University
Bisons men's and women's
tennis teams defeated
Henderson State University
on Tuesday, Feb. 24, at
home. The men won their
match ~ and the women
won theirs 7-2.
"Henderson performed
really well," senior Julie Gil
said. "We were pretty confident because we were
able to play at home."
The women's team has
an impressive 7-2 overall
record this year, and the
men's team is 6-0.
"Henderson is not a great
team," Coach David Elliott
said. "They are still pretty
solid. Theyfinishedsecond
in the Gulf South Conference last year and they
are a little better this year.
They won't be as tough as
a lot of the competition we
are going to face."
The women were slightly

hampered in this match
because Shelly Schaefer,
one of their top players,
was unable to play due to
sickness.
"Because Shelly was out,
we had to struggle a little to
win," Elliott said. "We had to
move a couple of players
up to fill the gap."
The men's team will
travel to Arkadelphia to face
the University of AlabamaFlorence and Oklahoma
Christian on Friday.
Oklahoma Christian is
currently ranked number
two in the country and
Alabama is continually
ranked in national polls as
one of the top 25 teams in
the country.
"We'll go and see what
we've got this weekend,"
Elliott said. "We've lost to
Oklahoma Christian two
years in a row, but I'm sure
we'll play well and play
hard. We'll know if we have
the 'hosses' or not after
Saturday."

Senior Julie Gil, a senior from Guadalajara, Mexico, reaches for aforehilnd shot
during the match against Henderson. Photo by Heather Allison.

Winter Olympics have lost focus
Philip Murphy
Bison spons editor
The Winter Olympics
have come and gone, and
not many people in the
United States seem to really
care.
I wasn't able to watch

){elAt Ela

too many of the sports.
Occasionally I could catch
a hockey game at 2 a.m.,
but even I can't stay up that
late for a game.
Unfortunately, the popular sports of curling, ice
dancing and the two-man
luge weren't given a lot of
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air time. These events
definitely give new meaning to the term "sport."
For those who haven't
heard -of curling, stand in
line. From what I've read, it
seems to be a version of
shuffleboard, except it
takes place on ice. The
game requires two people
to direct an object, shaped
like a tea kettle, to a target
by taking brooms and
sweeping in front of the
object. This just sounds like
some Canadian janitors
had too much time on their
hands and decided to
invent a sport during their
coffee break.
Ice dancing involves two
upper-class people who
mus.t waltz, tango and
perform other ballroom
dances on ice. Apparently,
the judges have already
made up their minds who
they are going to award
first place to before the
event occurs. This sounds
like the mafia is fixing the
event. Why not at least add
a country two-step or a

huge mosh pit to the event?
And then there's the twoman luge. Why would a
couple of guys want to lie
down on something a little
bigger than a telephone
book held up by two metal
toothpicks and skid down
a frozen water park slide?
Maybe we should have
an Olympic event where
we find out who can
balance a tray on their head,
twiddle their thumbs and
run through the newfangled maze of tables in
the cafeteria. It tests speed,
agility and creativity. You
might want to enter, but,
more than likely, the judges
have already decided on
the winner, so don't expect
to walk away with a medal.
Perhaps the Winter
Olympics have lost a lot of
their prestige and aren't as
exciting as the Summer
Olympics.
I'm not trying to be a
pessimist because I do love
a good game. I just can't
seem to find many of them
in the Winter Olympics.

STUDENTS!
EARN OVER $200.00 IN YOUR FIRST
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Bisons fall to College of the Ozarks
Elizabeth Smith
Bison staff writer

The Bison baseball team
attempted to dominate the
field and blemish the
undefeated record of the
Bobcats in Tuesdays game
against College of the
ozarks, but lost 4-3.
Tuesday's warm, clear
weather drew a crowd of
more than 100 that filled
the stands and cheered on
the Bisons.
Lesley
Busby,
a
sophomore fan, said, "U felt
good to be out there
watching the game and
supporting the team.~
With the visiting Bobcats
batting first, Bentley Harrell,
a senior, took the mound.
Harrell pitched the entire
game on behalf of the
Bisons, and, although the
Bisons lost, he was well
supported by his teammates.
Jon Neely, a freshman
pitcher, said. "Let me first
say that Harrel pitched a
great game.~
The Bobcats had scored
two runs by the end of the
fourth inning. but the Bisons
came back with three runs
in the fourth and fifth
innings, scored by Seth
Watson. a freshman outfielder. Eric Chin, a freshman infielder and Shane
Pharr. a junior outfielder.
The seventh proved to
be a pivotal inning in
determining the winner .
Two runs were made by
the Bobcats. bringing their
final point total to four. at
the end of an inning that

included stolen bases by
Bobcat players Russell
Smithey and EricShroeder.
The Bisons did not score
for the remainder of the
game.
The game closed with
little action on either side of
the field. Bison Josh Bostic.
a senior outfielder, drew a
walk. and the Bobcats' only
base runner was Schroeder, who was hit by a pitch

during the ninth inning.
The Bobcats held and
continue to hold an
undefeated record. In fact.
every team that the Bisons
have faced this season has
been undefeated. Harding
managed to defeat three of
them. bringing their record
to 3-8.
Harrell does not feel that
a lack of experience is the
problem. The team has

eight seniors. "We are still
trying to come together. We
have a lot of experience;
we have a lot of talent. but
we are lacking in confidence.~

Regarding Tuesday's
loss. Harrell said, " We just
made too many errors. The
game just didn't go very
well.~

Neely echoed Harrell's
sentiment. "We made costly

mistakes at key times in
the game.~
The Bisons were scheduled to play two additional
games this week. On
Saturday. they will travel to
the University of ArkansasMonticello for a doubleheader. Phill Gisel and Ryan
Smith are probable starters
for Saturdays games.
The Bisons are now 3-8
for the season.

Senior Bentley Harrel hurls afastball during the game against College of the Ozarks. The Bisons will face the University
of Arkansas at Monticello on Sat. Feb. 2B. Photo by Tonia Davenport.

Are athletes just praying for good publicity?
Bryan Burleson
Bison staff writer

I watch every sport on
every channel. any time.
One lazy Sunday afternoon
after church. the New York
Knicks played the Houston
Rockets in an exciting
basketball game-Larry
Johnson on one team.
cursing and fightingCharles Barkley on the
other side getting technical
after technical.
The Knicks went on to
win the game, and then the
station showed several of
the players from both teams
huddling together and
praying.
For the last several
weeks. programs have
been getting in the "prayer
shot~ for the viewers at
home.
After the Knicks game,
during the prayer of the
players. several of them
were looking at the camera
as if to say. "Look at mel I
can do whatever I want,
but if you see me pray ...
then maybe you'll forgive
me.I agree that it is good to
see role models stepping
up and showing their love
of the Lord, but a problem
arises when they turn
around and do something

that contradicts their
actions.
Matthew 6:6 states, "But
when you pray. go into your
room. close the door and
pray to your Father. who is
unseen. Then your Father.
who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you:
We pray at the end of our
club sports and intramural
events. At the end of most
games, players start walking off the. field or court

r

until someone yells. "Heyl
We need to prayl" Letting
everyone know we pray
has now become a big
show.
We have to stop and look
at what we are doing. Are
we praying to get close to
the Lord or are we praying
for the satisfaction of others
seeing us?
The professional athletes
almost make me cry
sometimes. They use God's
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name in vain. solely for fan
support.
Jeff Gordon . NASCAR
winner said. "God talked to
me in the driver's seat. and
said I was going to win,·
Luttrel Spreewell. suspended for choking his
coach said, "I pray every
night; God's on my side.·
Anthony Mason. arrested for raping two 12year-oldgirls. said. "Myfamily and my teammates pray
for me. and I've been close
with God for a long time. ~
Who cares? If you're
close with God... good! But.
don't try to win over fans by
dropping God's name here
and there.

Prayer is personal. It is
time between you and God.
People have asked me
before, "Why don't you pray
at the end of the games?~
My answer is based on
Matthew 6 :5. "And when
you pray. do not be like
hypocrites. for they love to
pray standing in the
synagogues and on the
street corners to be seen
by men. I tell you the truth.
they have received their
reward in full:
I want to be sure that I'm
praying for the right reasons
and not just putting on a
show for people that are
around. I want prayer to be
something special.
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